PREFACE

rWTHILE writing an earlier book, I was one day engaged
VV in copying some passages from Dr. A. B. Cook's
Zeus. In came my seven-year-old son;

'What are you doing?*

'Copying some bits out of this book.9

'What for?3

To put in my book/

'Well, you are lazy. Why don't you think of it for
yourself?*

The view thus simply expressed is astonishingly common,
namely, that a writer should draw his materials from his inner
consciousness, and that by so doing, that is, merely by taking
thought, he can add to the sum of human knowledge. Of
course no chemist or biologist holds this view of his own
branch of science; he knows that advances in knowledge can
only be made through research and experiment, and that
these, though directed by the brain, are carried on with
materials derived from outside it. Yet even eminent
scientists too often consider that successful research in one
subject entitles them to put forward, as contributions to pur
knowledge of other subjects, opinions entirely unsupported
by research.

The origin of civilization is a subject on which almost

every one considers himself qualified to express an opinion*

whether he has made any study of it or not. It is usual to

lecture as a single entity what is in feet an assembly of

diverse dements; until we have studied some of these

{elements in isolation, we have no right to pronounce upon

the origin of dvilization as a whole.

For the purposes of this study history and literature, that